
 

 

Note from Pastor Steve 

  I hope you are all doing well. I know for some of you it has been a very long six months apart. We 

hope and pray that things will get back to normal and as we are waiting. I would encourage you to know 

that things are happening.  Over the last few months, I have been getting message after message of 

children that walked away from the Jesus that are returning. Peter tells us in 1 Peter: 

 “Though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which 

perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. “ 1 Peter 1:6-7 

 The spirit is at work in the midst of our sufferings. The joy of Easter come thru the pain of the cross. 

Our openness to the Spirit comes from being emptied so that there is room for God in our heart. Pray for 

your children, parents, friends, and loved ones that need the peace of the Spirit today. Look to those that 

need an encouraging word and share God’s love to them. Our suffering is opportunity for God to be 

praised and glorified in our lives.   
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 The school system in a large city had a program to help children keep up with their school work during stays 

in the city's hospitals. One day a teacher who was assigned to the program received a routine call asking her to visit 

a particular child. She took the child's name and room number and talked briefly with the child's regular class 

teacher. "We're studying nouns and adverbs in his class now," the regular teacher said, "and I'd be grateful if you 

could help him understand them so he doesn't fall too far behind."  

 The hospital program teacher went to see the boy that afternoon. No one had mentioned to her that the 

boy had been badly burned and was in great pain. Upset at the sight of the boy, she stammered as she told him, 

"I've been sent by your school to help you with nouns and adverbs." When she left she felt she hadn't 

accomplished much.  

 But the next day, a nurse asked her, "What did you do to that boy?" The teacher felt she must have done 

something wrong and began to apologize. "No, no," said the nurse. "You don't know what I mean. We've been 

worried about that little boy, but ever since yesterday, his whole attitude has changed. He's fighting back, 

responding to treatment. It's as though he's decided to live."  

 Two weeks later the boy explained that he had completely given up hope until the teacher arrived. 

Everything changed when he came to a simple realization. He expressed it this way: "They wouldn't send a teacher 

to work on nouns and adverbs with a dying boy, would they?"  



 

 

Imagine, if you will, that you work for a company whose president found it necessary to travel out of the country 
and spend an extended period of time abroad. So he says to you and the other trusted employees, "Look, I'm 
going to leave. And while I'm gone, I want you to pay close attention to the business. You manage things while 
I'm away. I will write you regularly. When I do, I will instruct you in what you should do from now until I return 
from this trip." Everyone agrees.  

He leaves and stays gone for a couple of years. During that time he writes often, communicating his desires and 
concerns. Finally he returns. He walks up to the front door of the company and immediately discovers everything 
is in a mess--weeds flourishing in the flower beds, windows broken across the front of the building, the gal at the 
front desk dozing, loud music roaring from several offices, two or three people engaged in horseplay in the back 
room. Instead of making a profit, the business has suffered a great loss. Without hesitation he calls everyone 
together and with a frown asks, "What happened? Didn't you get my letters?" 

You say, "Oh, yeah, sure. We got all your letters. We've even bound them in a book. And some of us have 

memorized them. In fact, we have 'letter study' every Sunday. You know, those were really great letters." I think 

the president would then ask, "But what did you do about my instructions?" And, no doubt the employees would 

respond, "Do? Well, nothing. But we read every one!"     - Charles Swindoll 

You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am ….I say to you, a servant is not greater 
than his master… —John 13:13, 16 

 

To have a master and teacher is not the same thing as being mastered and taught. Having a master and 
teacher means that there is someone who knows me better than I know myself, who is closer than a 
friend, and who understands the remotest depths of my heart and is able to satisfy them fully. It means 
having someone who has made me secure in the knowledge that he has met and solved all the doubts, 
uncertainties, and problems in my mind. To have a master and teacher is this and nothing less— “…for One 
is your Teacher, the Christ…” (Matthew 23:8). 

Our Lord never takes measures to make me do what He wants. Sometimes I wish God would master and 
control me to make me do what He wants, but He will not. And at other times I wish He would leave me 
alone, and He does not. 

“You call Me Teacher and Lord…”— but is He? Teacher, Master, and Lord have little place in our 
vocabulary. We prefer the words Savior, Sanctifier, and Healer. The only word that truly describes the 
experience of being mastered is love, and we know little about love as God reveals it in His Word. The way 
we use the word obey is proof of this. In the Bible, obedience is based on a relationship between equals; 
for example, that of a son with his father. Our Lord was not simply God’s servant— He was His Son. “…
though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience…” (Hebrews 5:8). If we are consciously aware that we are 
being mastered, that idea itself is proof that we have no master. If that is our attitude toward Jesus, we are 
far away from having the relationship He wants with us. He wants us in a relationship where He is so easily 
our Master and Teacher that we have no conscious awareness of it— a relationship where all we know is 
that we are His to obey. 
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