
 

 

Note from Pastor Steve 

 I was asked a question this week, that lead me to want to share something about the Bible.  We all 

come to the Bible with our own ideas, experiences, and understanding. A lot of time we come looking for 

wisdom for our life. What does the bible say about my problem?  Because of this some times we find 

answers and other times we are left empty and  confused. We wonder why do I even read this book.  I 

have felt both ways at different points in my life.   

 However, one of the things that I have come to learn really quicky in my Biblical Education is that 

we like to read into the text. Another way of saying this.  We like the Bible to match our understanding.  

We read the Bible asking what does this say about my issue. This causes all kinds of problems and 

happened over and over again. One of the great passages this happens with is Jeremiah 29:11 -”For I 

know the plans I have for you,”  If we are coming to the Bible looking for Hope this sounds like a great 

verse for us. However, this verse is directed to those in exile in Babylon for 70 years. God is tell them He 

has not forgot them and will restore them. After they have been in exile for 70 years. This is a little 

different than thinking, “God has plans to prosper today.”  The issue is we want the Bible to make us feel 

better so we read into the text to get our desired outcome.  Wondering then why I am not prospering, or 

this or that has not been handled.  

 There is a different way of reading the Bible. It starts with letting it speak for itself. We read cook 

books to learn or understand cooking and history books to learn about history. The Bible is a collections of 

books that tell us  the good news about God and His church. It was written to certain people in a certain 

time.  It has an intended meaning that goes beyond answering our questions.  It speaks about God in a 

way that will answers our questions, but also answer the questions we don’t even realize to ask. It starts 

with letting the Bible speak for itself.  

 I would encourage you today when you read God’s words ask these questions: 

• What was the original intent of the words of the passage? 

• What is the original setting, genre, and audience for this passage? 

• What does the passage say about God and His will?    

• What is the author trying to explain to their audience ?  

• How does this truth about God apply to my life?   
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This is the will of God, your sanctification… —1 Thessalonians 4:3 

Sanctification is not a question of whether God is willing to sanctify me— is it my will? Am I willing to let 
God do in me everything that has been made possible through the atonement of the Cross of Christ? 
Am I willing to let Jesus become sanctification to me, and to let His life be exhibited in my human flesh? 
(see 1 Corinthians 1:30). Beware of saying, “Oh, I am longing to be sanctified.” No, you are not. 
Recognize your need, but stop longing and make it a matter of action. Receive Jesus Christ to become 
sanctification for you by absolute, unquestioning faith, and the great miracle of the atonement of Jesus 
will become real in you. 

All that Jesus made possible becomes mine through the free and loving gift of God on the basis of what 
Christ accomplished on the cross. And my attitude as a saved and sanctified soul is that of profound, 
humble holiness (there is no such thing as proud holiness). It is a holiness based on agonizing 
repentance, a sense of inexpressible shame and degradation, and also on the amazing realization that 
the love of God demonstrated itself to me while I cared nothing about Him (see Romans 5:8). He 
completed everything for my salvation and sanctification. No wonder Paul said that nothing “shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

Sanctification makes me one with Jesus Christ, and in Him one with God, and it is accomplished only 
through the magnificent atonement of Christ. Never confuse the effect with the cause. The effect in me 
is obedience, service, and prayer, and is the outcome of inexpressible thanks and adoration for the 
miraculous sanctification that has been brought about in me because of the atonement through the 
Cross of Christ. 

Is God’s Will My Will?  By: Oswald Chambers 

  

 The aim of good interpretation is simple: to get to the plain meaning of the text. We tend to 

think that our understanding is the same thing as the Holy Spirit’s or human author’s intent. 

However, because of our backgrounds, knowledge, experiences, it is easy for our interpretations to 

become skewed from what God originally intended. The bible, in fact, that most of us read is already 

an interpretation from the language that it originally was penned in. This is another reason for close 

examination of Scripture and good exegetical study.  

 Another reason for the need to interpret exists because the way in which the Bible was created. 

It is the word of God given to people throughout history. Because God chose to speak to us in this 

way every book of the Bible has historical particularity. This means that every document is 

conditioned by the language, time, and culture in which it was originally written, as well as the oral 

history it had before it was written down. 

        - Gordon Fee  


