
 

 

Note from Pastor Steve 

 We are in the midst of the season of Lent. Normally, it has been a desire for me to use this time as an 

intentional reminder of our need to spend time with God. I started this year personally in the mountains of West 

Virginia. I spent last week alone, praying, seeking, and listening. The first things that came to me was how easy it is 

to seek answers and try to find answers. Then those voices lead us down many paths. This can be really good and 

bad at the same time. Sometimes it is good to be opened up to new ideas or issues that we need to address in our 

spiritual lives. However, one of the problems with this is it can take us away from where the spirit is trying to work 

in our lives.  It is easier to deal with something that is of little impact to our soul and ignore the issue at the center. 

We fall into the trap Jesus spoke of: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3) This is where my mind turns to this season of Lent. It is a 

time of removal, of fasting.  We remove things from our life to give more room for God.  Giving room for God does 

not mean reading a new book, or listening to a new preacher or speaker.  It is about giving room for the Spirit to 

speak in your life.  The Spirit speaks to us in many ways, but one of things it does not do is force itself into our full 

minds. This Season of Lent, slow down and make room to hear the Spirit.  

 Over the next 5 weeks, I will be including ways of hearing God in our lives. The Spirit is speaking we just 

need to make room to listen.  
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Scripture   

Scripture tells the story of God from creation to the end. It gives us a picture of God’s character and will.  His will 

is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Jesus Christ shall have eternal life.  (John 6) 

The Word of God is the primary way God communicates with us.  It reveals how the Story of God and our story 

are interconnected.  It is a story where Jesus himself suffered when he was tempted. He is able to help those 

who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2) 

You have been taught the Holy Scriptures…and they have 
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes 
by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.  - 2 Timothy 3:15-17 NLT  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and  

a light for my path. - Psalm 119:105  

Some Additional Passages 

for Reference 

Hebrews 4:12-13; Matthew 4:1-11;  1 Peter 1:13-25 ;  John 1:1-15; 
Ephesians 6; Isaiah 40:6-8; Luke 11:28; Psalms 119:105; Psalms 

Scripture — Others  —Prayer  

Creation — Circumstances 



 

 

Rise, let us be going. —Matthew 26:46 

 In the Garden of Gethsemane, the disciples went to sleep when they should have stayed awake, and once 

they realized what they had done it produced despair. The sense of having done something irreversible tends to 

make us despair. We say, “Well, it’s all over and ruined now; what’s the point in trying anymore.” If we think this 

kind of despair is an exception, we are mistaken. It is a very ordinary human experience. Whenever we realize we 

have not taken advantage of a magnificent opportunity, we are apt to sink into despair. But Jesus comes and 

lovingly says to us, in essence, “Sleep on now. That opportunity is lost forever and you can’t change that. But get 

up, and let’s go on to the next thing.” In other words, let the past sleep, but let it sleep in the sweet embrace of 

Christ, and let us go on into the invincible future with Him. 

There will be experiences like this in each of our lives. We will have times of despair caused by real events in our 

lives, and we will be unable to lift ourselves out of them. The disciples, in this instance, had done a downright 

unthinkable thing— they had gone to sleep instead of watching with Jesus. But our Lord came to them taking the 

spiritual initiative against their despair and said, in effect, “Get up, and do the next thing.” If we are inspired by 

God, what is the next thing? It is to trust Him absolutely and to pray on the basis of His redemption. 

Never let the sense of past failure defeat your next step. 

Taking the Initiative Against Despair By: Oswald Chambers 

Reading Holy Scriptures  

 Truth is to be sought in Holy Scripture, not eloquence. All Holy Scripture ought to be read in the spirit in 
which it was written. We should seek for profit in the Scriptures rather than for subtlety of speech. We ought to 
read devout and simple books as willingly as those that are high and profound. Let not the authority of the writer 
move you, be he of little or of great learning; but let the love of pure truth lead you to read. Inquire not who said 
something, but attend to what is said.  

 Men pass away, “but the truth of the Lord remains forever” (Ps 117:2). God speaks to us in many ways 
(Heb 1:1) without respect to persons (see Rom 2:11). Our curiosity often hinders us in reading the Scriptures 
because we attempt to understand and discuss those passages that we should simply pass over.  

 If you wish to receive profit, read with humility, simplicity, and faith, and do not seek to be known as 
learned. Willing inquire about and listen in silence to the words of the saints and be pleased with the proverbs of 
the ancients, for they were not spoken idly.            

Reflection —  God speaks to us in Sacred Scripture. We read God’s Word with humility and simplicity, with faith 
and submission. While reading the Holy Book we desire that our minds be illuminated and our hearts be inflamed. 
We avoid letting curiosity dominate our reading. And whenever we encounter a difficult passage, we consult 
someone knowledgeable or holy.  

Prayer —When you speak to my heart, Lord, you convert it. May my prayerful reading of your Word in Sacred 
Scriptures show me your will. Give me the wisdom and strength to follow it completely and make it the rule of life.  

           — Thomas a Kempis 


